
NEERA ,JALAJ

AND THE CASE OF UNTREATED WASTE









Chomping away at fish and 
bananas, Jalaj had a thought: why 
did food at Neera’s house always 
taste so delicious?

LittleLittle did he know that this question 
would lead him on an adventure in 
which he would look at his own waste 
differently, and explore the potential 
it offered.





Neera took him to the sewage 
treatment plant where she showed 
him how the treated water from her 
apartment was reused for flushing 
and gardening. A ‘honeysucker’ 
pumped and carted away the 
residual sludge. 





After treatment, the water was 
channelled into a wetland where 
Jalaj found a vibrant ecosystem 
replete with flora and fauna that 
helped further purify the wastewater.





Wide-eyed and wonderstruck, Jalaj 
listened on as Neera took him on a 
coracle through the lake where he 
saw glimpses of a thriving fishing 
industry and much more from the 
animal kingdom.





While the liquid waste filled the  lake, 
the sludge found use as fertilizer, 
which helped in growing the very 
banana trees that Neera and Jalaj 
were so precariously perched atop. 





Even after he left Neera, Jalaj kept 
thinking about how efficiently the 
waste was used, and the technology 
that helped recycle and reuse it He 
thought about it while doing his 
ablutions and wondered how he 
could replicate the system in his own 
environment. environment. 





He first tackled the solid waste by 
building a toilet with a twin leach pit 
with the help of his friends. 





But the battle didn’t end there. 
Eco-warrior Jalaj wondered what 
could be done with the waste water 
that his and the households around 
him produced daily. 





That’s what led him to the parched 
lake bed in the neighbourhood. He 
surveyed the landscape and 
wondered about the possibilities: 
could the waste water from his 
locality be discharged into this dying 
receptacle?





Armed with facts and figures Jalaj 
mulled over the various uses of 
different lakes to help him figure out 
the best way to do so. 





Once he had decided that the first 
prerequisite was a treatment system, 
he thought of the many options in 
front of him. It was mind-boggling! 





Getting the community involved 
through a representative group of 
stakeholders helped identify the best 
solution for his neighbourhood. 

AA date was set for the construction of 
a bio-remediation plant that would 
treat sewage before letting it out into 
the lake.





Jalaj, Neera and their friends got 
together to build the system.





As time passed the wetland grew, 
birds came by and Jalaj watched the 
filling lake with glee.





While the lake filled to fullness, so did 
the leach pit, till it was time to empty 
it and reap the benefits of humanure. 





With a bountiful lake, brimming open 
wells and borewells, and bananas in 
plenty, Jalaj felt like the happiest ten 
year old in Bangalore.





And who better to certify the 
produce than his friend, guide and 
mentor, Neera?



GLOSSARY
Honeysucker

Wetland

Coracle

Sludge
Twin Leach Pit

Bio-remediation

HumanureHumanure

Open Well

Bore Well

A tank truck with a heavy duty vacuum designed to pneumatically load 
solids, liquids, sludge or slurry through suction lines
A land area that is saturated with water, either permanently or seasonally, 
such that it takes on the characteristics of a distinct system
A small light-weight bowl-shaped boat with a frame of woven grasses, reeds 
or saplings
Semi-solid slurry from wastewater treatment processes
TwoTwo leach pits to which a pour-flush toilet pan is connected via two 
soil-pipes, the waste contents of the pits being emptied alternately
A waste management technique that involves the use of organisms to 
remove or neutralise pollutants
Human faecal material and urine recycled for agricultural purposes, rich in 
soil nutrients and valuable in enhancing plant growth
AA well, just deep enough to reach the water table, allowing groundwater to 
fill the bottom of the well
A narrow well, vertically sunk into the ground till the hard strata for yield of 
water



Biome Environmental Trust is a non-profit with a 
focus on sustainable water management and 
ecological architecture. The trust engages in 
policy, implementation and advocacy of 
sustainable water management, sanitation and 
waste water management. Biome Environmental 
Trust works with individuals, groups, public 
institutionsinstitutions and industry to promote and implement 
these practices. 
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